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Dear HUMC family from Pastor Audrey 
 
Consider this happening to you:  An angel appears out of nowhere!  And then he says to a virgin 
girl that the Spirit will impregnate her?  WHAT?  Joseph decided to divorce her.  That was it.  He 
was walking away.  And then an angel appears to him in a dream? 
 

By that time these two probably had enough of change and enough of loss of control of their lives.  We can all 
identify with that in some way. 
 
Then the government decides to do a census.  They had to go to Bethlehem, his family’s hometown, on foot & 
donkey back to register their existence. 
 
No room.  No room.  No room.  And no relatives to stay with even though this was Joseph‘s family‘s hometown.  
A barn.  Animals.  Smells.  Straw.  Filth.  And the baby comes.  The BABY COMES!  I cannot even imagine this 
happening.  Can you?  
 
What more could happen to this young couple to prove to them that they had no control over their own 
lives?  But they kept the faith.  
 
Having suffered through the death of my first husband whom I dearly loved, and now a divorce, I’ve learned 
immensely well how we actually have very little control of our lives. 
 
And last week I did the funeral of a 48-year-young woman from California, thinking, my own son is 48.  
 
Her parents and sister brought her back to Waverly for burial in the Beebe family plot.  The shocked trio was at 
a loss as to the cause of their beloved’s death.  But I recognized in pictures from the 4th of July the same dark 
sunken eyes and death pall that I remember on my late husband‘s face before his unexpected fatal heart attack. 
 
My brother-in-law recently passed away in Texas, my late brother’s & grandmother‘s birthdays were that week 
as was the anniversary of JFK’s assassination.  Thanksgiving Day is the birthday of my late husband.  There 
was certainly no “control” to be had over those events and they “changed” our lives forever.  But like Mary and 
Joseph, we all keep the faith.   
 
I tell you this only to remind you that we have very little real control over our lives, so our only course is to join  
Mary and Joseph and keep the faith.  We can only do our best and let God do the rest.  And God does! 
 
So this Christmas as you’re making preparations and sharing celebrations, I would suggest that you give up 
trying to “control” much of anything. And focus on the really important gift of the season. 
 
God loves us so much that God GAVE His ONLY Son for us, not to condemn us, but that we might have 
eternal life.  
 



So let go and let God. Ask yourself:  Do I really need to bake another batch of cookies?  Do I really need to hang 
another string of lights?  Does the church bell need to ring at exactly a certain time?  Do the songs need to be 
perfectly sung and worship be perfectly done?  Of course not.  We only need to keep the faith.  
 
Let the children be noisy.  Let the adults be noisy!  Let mistakes be made without taking note.  Relax, enjoy, be 
grateful that you still have family members with whom to gather.  Follow Christians with whom to keep the faith. 
 
Relax.  Enjoy.  Read the Christmas story.  Concentrate on the truly important aspects.  That Christ came to earth 
for the express purpose of willingly taking our punishments for our sins upon himself that once and for all     we 
would be free of our sin. 
  
And best of all, for we believers, we will have eternal life with him and all our loved ones who have gone on 
before us into the realms of eternal life.  Where everything will be totally perfect, without blemish, without error, 
and it still won’t matter.  Because love is all that really matters.  God’s love is all that really matters in heaven 
and on earth. 
 
 

 
 
 

Angel Tree 2019 

During this blessed Holiday Season, we hope to brighten the day for several of our 
neighbors and shuts ins.  Gifts have been prepared and are on display in Fellowship Hall.  
Your contribution to help fund this mission project is greatly appreciated.  Cash or checks 
can be deposited in the donation box in Fellowship Hall.  Please make checks payable 
to the HUM Women. 

We welcome your help in delivering the gifts and taking the time to have a short visit with the 
precipitant(s).  Just sign your name and take the bag (all bags have a tag denoting whom it is for). Gifts 
may be delivered anytime between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Thank you, 
Annette Tolander 



 
 
 
in December 

 
  BIRTHDAYS  
  2 – Tyler Patterson   
  4 – Lila Epling 
15 – Dean Staack 
16 – Lorelie Armstrong 
21 – Jan Petry 
26 – Catherine Armstrong 
31 – Sharon Coonrad 
31 – Millie Mehman 
 
ANNIVERSARIES  
  4 – Ron & Dee Bowers 
14 – William & Faye Munchoff  
 
 

Carol Ann Cowling 
Carolyn Mumm 
Ed Smith 
Mavis Floss 
LaVonne Kerr 
Dave Tolander 

 
  

Mel Bartels 
Margaret Mumm 
Barb Doughty  
Dee Vandenberg  
Lila Epling 

 
 
Don’t forget to check out the Church 
Library 

 
 
MEDIA OPERATORS FOR DECEMBER 

December 1 – Dave Tolander 
December 8 – Nancy Patterson 
December 15 – Nancy Patterson 
December 22 – Nancy Patterson 
December 24 – Nancy Patterson 
December 29 – Nancy Patterson 

 
 

 

Food Bank Sunday 
December 1, 2019 
 
"If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise 
in the darkness. -- Isaiah 58:10 (NRSV) 
 
We continue to request your support of the 
Northeast Iowa Food Bank by donating non-
perishable food and non-food items and money 
through the church.   The first Sunday of the 
month, December 1st, will be designated "Food 
Bank Sunday". 
 
Congratulations to the 8 area schools that 
participated in the 2019 School Food Drive.  The 
participating schools were Cedar Falls High 
School, DonBosco, Hudson, Union, Valley 
Lutheran, Waterloo Christian, Waterloo East, and 
Waterloo West.  Cedar Valley families will receive 
for than 86,000 meals thanks to the effort of these 
students.   
 
There is a container in the entryway for your 
donations of food and non-food items.  If you 
prefer to give a monetary donation, make your 
check payable to the church with a notation that it 
is for the Food Bank. Your donation will show on 
your statement of giving to the church. 
 
For every $10.00 the food bank receives, they can 
provide approximately 40 meals.  Your donations 
do make a difference.  Can you help this month?  
 
 

 
 
There is an order form on the 
back page if you would like to 
provide a poinsettia to help 

decorate the sanctuary.  Please e-mail or call the 
office Monday, December 2nd, if you are putting a 
check in the mail. 



 
 
For November 2019 
 
 

Offering: 
November 3  2,985.00 
 10  526.00 

 17  895.05 
 24  689.00 

    $ 5,095.05 
 

Also received:   
Apportionment:   $ 415.00 

Food Bank  25.00 

Matthew 25 Grant  135.08 

Rent  1,550.00 

Lions Club  25.00 

TOTAL $ 2,150.08 

 
 

 
 

Approved 2019 budget: $85,866.00 
Approved budget through November      $78,710.50   
Apportionments due for 2019:     $11,912.00 
Apportionment payment per month: $     993.00 

 

 Monthly YTD 
Giving towards budget: $   5,095.05 $ 50,462.56 
Budget Expenses: $ 11,256.00 $ 67,277.00 
Giving Apportionments: $      415.00 $   2,165.00 
Apportionment Payments: $   6,000.00 $   6,000.00 

 
With 92% of the year completed, our giving is at 
75% of actual expenses and 64% of budget 
through November.  Our expenses are 78% of 
total approved 2019 budget.  36% of 
apportionments paid came from giving.  The rest 
has been “borrowed” from other accounts. 
 
 
Volunteers are always appreciated 
to usher, read for Sunday worship, 
media, video recording, and 
Wednesday night activities.  Please 
make you intentions known by 
placing a note in the offering plate or 
e-mailing the church office.  Thanks! 

 
Unwrapping God’s Greatest Gift 

Advent begins on Sunday, 

December 1, 2019, and we will begin an exciting 

Advent program, Under Wraps: The Gift We 

Never Expected.  Prepared and piloted by 

Woodlands UMC, Houston, this joyful program 

explores some of God’s unexpected qualities, 

presented over the four weeks of Advent, plus 

Christmas and Epiphany on January 5, 2020. 

Just as the first wrapped gift beneath the 

Christmas tree marks the new season, so the birth 

of Jesus on Christmas Day signaled that God’s 

hope and salvation and redemption plan had 

come into the world.  In Jesus, God gift-wrapped 

himself in human flesh and was born in a stable 

so he could come and live among us and offer us 

life and salvation that we could never gain on our 

own.  Join us this Advent as we, unwrap God’s 

greatest gift, our Savior Jesus.   
 
 
Listen to Christian Christmas music 
on Life 101.9 FM, Christrian radio for 
Waterloo, Cedar Rapids and 
northeast Iowa. 
 

 
Church Council will meet on Wednesday, 
December 4th, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
Catherine and Dylan Armstrong 
are leading HUMC Youth Group 
for grades 7 – 12.  They will 
meet December 4th, and 11th at 
5:45 p.m. 

1 God is Present in our Christmas 
Symbols and Songs while we are 
“Hanging of the Greens” 

8 God is Expectant 
15 God is Jealous 
22 God is Faithful 
24 A Season of Joy 
29 Christmas in Carols and Scripture 
1/5 God is Dangerous 



Kids’ Class for ages 4 through 
6th grade will meet December 
4th, and 11th at 5:45 p.m. 
 

 
Wednesday, December 11th, at noon 
we will be serving Taco Casserole.  
Invite a friend out for lunch! 
 

 
Adult Bible Study will meet on December 
11th at 1:00 p.m. 

 
 
Everyone is invited to an All-Church 
Christmas Potluck on Wednesday, 
December 18h, at 5:45 p.m. at the 
church.  We will also play 
Christmas Bingo. 
 
 

Christmas Eve Service, “A Season of 
Joy” will be at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 24th. 
 

 
The men will meet for breakfast 
on Saturday, December 28th, at 
8:00 a.m.  Bring your warm 
clothes as the manger scene will need to be taken 
down after breakfast. 
 

 
The 40th Annual 
Mission Ingathering 
was held November 

2nd at Cedar Falls First United Methodist Church.  
Our church was able to contribute $1,070 to the 
Ingathering.  We want to thank everyone who 
helped in this very important endeavor.  We 
especially want to thank Diane Schulz and 
everyone who helped her with making up the 30 
school kits and cloth bags.  That was the most 
school kits that our church has ever given. 

Jan Petry 
Mission Chair 

 
 

Wednesday activities (Youth Group, 
Kids’ Class, Adult Bible Study, 
Lunch, and Monthly Social event) will 
not be held during January.  
Everything returns in February. 

The online giving page has been 
set up on our webpage.  To 
donate on line, go to 
Hudumc@msn.com.  Click on the Online Giving 
button and the Donate button.  The next screen 
should look like the one below.   

 
You can enter any amount in any of the categories 
listed, or you can choose “other” and include a 
description.  You can also set up donations to 
occur on a regular basis.  There are opportunities 
to “offset fees” as well.  The church is charged a 
$.45 transaction fee, 2.75% processing fee for 
credit/debit card and 1% ACH charge for 
checking/savings transfers.  When you click 
“Continue”, you will go to the next screen where 
you can enter your information. 

  
You can choose credit/debit, checking or savings 
and enter the requested information.  There is an 
opportunity here to offset the credit/debit 
processing fee.  At the bottom of this page, you 
will be asked about saving your profile.  By doing 
this, you can just log in to your profile the next time 
you want to donate.   
You can also download the Give+ mobile app for 
android or Apple devices from the App Store or 
Google Play.

mailto:Hudumc@msn.com


Poinsettias 

Once again we will use poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.  If you would like 

to purchase one, they are available for $12.00.  Payment MUST accompany the order form.  All orders must 

be turned in to the church by Monday, December 2, 2019. 

 

I/We would like to provide a Poinsettia for the church. 

Presented by ___________________________________________   

In Memory of ________________________________________ 

In Honor of __________________________________________ 

 

Ordering instructions: 

______ I will purchase a poinsettia myself and deliver the plant to the church by Friday, December 6, 2019.  

______ Please order a poinsettia for me.  A check (payable to the church) or my cash donation of $12.00 is attached.  

Please return this form and payment by Monday, December 2, 2019.  (There is a box provided for you to place orders in 

fellowship Hall).  

              Orders can also be mailed to: 

                              Hudson United Methodist Church 

                              P.O. Box 146 

    Hudson, IA   50643 

______ I will leave the poinsettia at church for use the Sunday after Christmas. 

______ I will pick up the poinsettia after the Christmas Eve Service. 

 

 



 


